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The NWT Art Centre Initiative was founded in
March of 2022 to create a space to celebrate
NWT art and to inspire future generations of

artists. The NWT Art Centre is on track to begin
construction in late-2027. We will develop

exhibitions, public programs, and educational
and skill development in the visual arts. 

WHO WE ARE IN OUR COMMUNITY

Mary Buckland is a born-and-raised
Yellowknifer who has attended and managed
international residencies in the Circumpolar

North, and completed a Masters of International
Arts Management with a thesis dedicated to

Artist Residency Operations Within the Context
of the Circumpolar North. Mary currently works

and volunteers with 5 local non-profits.



OVERVIEW

In order to support meeting the commitments of the Council

Strategic Directions 2023-2026, and the City of Yellowknife Arts &

Culture Master Plan, this proposal advocates for $25,000.00 to be

allocated to a competitive process open to local non-profit

organizations interested in establishing and running an Artist-in-

Residence (AiR) program for the City of Yellowknife.



Artists’ residencies’ provide artists and other creative professionals with time,

space and resources to work, individually or collectively, on areas of their

practice that reward heightened reflection or focus. (OMC, 2014)

WHAT IS AN ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE?

Artist-in-residence programs vary considerably:
Delivery
Eligibility
Capacity

For details and examples, please access the following link: Artist Residency Programs

Economics
Productivity
Hosting

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGZYkoAqTk/ZEmyB1WTCawozUkZZU31uQ/view?utm_content=DAGZYkoAqTk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h661e0a565e


An artist-in-residence program would contribute to the City of Yellowknife’s arts

and culture sectors by providing spaces for artists to develop and share their

skills and networks, but also for community members to engage with these

sectors for their own personal and professional betterment.

HOW WOULD AN AiR BENEFIT YK?

Common benefits that artists’ residencies bring:
Artists’ professional development; 
Economic benefits for the artist, the host, the region, etc.; 
Cultural development for the artist, the host organization, the local community; 
Learning and capacity building for the host organization and community partners; 
Profile raising, particularly for the city/region where the residency is located.

Common benefits provided from: Policy Handbook on Artists’ Residencies, 2014 (EU OMC)



Provide affordable and diverse recreation and arts opportunities for residents

Council Strategic Directions 2023-2026

Formalize a city ‘artist in residence’ program. (Pillar 1, Objective 2: Facilitate capacity building for
the arts sector)

Explore formal partnership opportunities with existing non-City owned spaces (Pillar 2, Objective 1:
Assess and plan for cultural infrastructure to meet short and long-term needs)

Arts & Culture Master Plan, 2022

WHERE IS THIS COMING FROM?

In a survey of recurring artist-in-residence programs conducted from March to August of 2024,
with 185 AiRs found North of the 60th parallel, only 1 was located within the NWT.

AiR Operations Within the Context of the Circumpolar North, 2024



HOW WOULD AN AIR BE DELIVERED?
In lieu of a City-coordinated AiR program, we
propose that the City of Yellowknife create the
financial support for organizations to deliver this
programming.

The AiR would be administered:
By a local arts and culture non-profit;
With additional funding, leveraging a City of
Yellowknife contribution; and
In partnership with other local non-profits to
support the success of the AiR.

City of Yellowknife Lead Organization

External Funding

Community PartnersNational Artists

FUNDING
SOURCES



WHAT IMPACT WOULD 25K HAVE?

The necessary
leadership to move
initiatives forward
and continue to
support the arts in
the appropriate
ways.

City & Lead
Organization

Leadership &
Support

Pulled from your Arts & Culture Master Plan:

The spaces and
places for artists to
display, perform,
and create as well
as for audiences to
experience arts &
culture.

City & Community
Partners

Spaces &
Places

Arts and culture
that celebrates all
of the diversity of
Yellowknife.

Artists (local,
territorial, national)

Celebrating
Diversity

The building of
networks across
the arts, and with
other partners (e.g.,
tourism).

All stakeholders,
including Public

Connections
& Visibility
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CONCLUSION
The goals of the Council Strategic Directions and the Arts & Culture Master

Plan can be realized with fewer resources from the City by working

collaboratively. If the City provides $25,000.00, local non-profit

organizations can conceive and run AiR opportunities and leverage this

contribution. A City AiR will engage local partners, activate spaces, and

connect audiences for the benefit of the community.



Budget 
Proposals 2026



People who commute by foot or bike have 

fewer chronic illnesses, including mental illness.

1

They have more disposable income and spend 

more locally.

2

They contribute far less to pollution, noise 

pollution, and traffic congestion

3

Active 
Mobility is 
good for the 
individual 
and the 
community

4

Many people can’t, won’t, or shouldn’t own a 

car for personal, medical, or financial reasons.



Yellowknife has gaps in its walking and cycling 

infrastructure network

1

Many people are choosing to drive due to 

safety, security, or accessibility concerns.

2

One gap in the walking/cycling network can be 

all it takes to stop a journey from happening.

3

Making 
the 
streets 
accessible 
to all



Hall Cres across Kam Lk Rd to Bourque Dr



349 Old Airport Road

RTL

My World

Canglow

Bella Dance

Wajax

Arctic Response



6164 Finlayson Drive

Poor 

visibility



6164 Finlayson Drive



Hospital Boardwalk



Hospital Boardwalk



The End
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