
Bushkids

A uniquely Northern on‐the‐land initiative 
offered by a unique staff team.
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WHAT IS BUSHKIDS?

Bushkids is an on the Land learning 
initiative that helps children/youth 
learn to take care of themselves, 
each other, and strengthen their 
confidence and relationship 

with the Land



VisionA future where 
relationships with the 
Land are supported 
and accessible to all 
NWT children and 
educators through their 
communities, families 
and schools.



Our 
Principles
• The Land 

leads learning

• Ethical space 
The balance of 
Indigenous and 
Euro‐western 
worldviews in 
ways of knowing, 
doing, and being.



What do we do in the 
community?

Tuesday Bushkids
Program 



Aurora College 
Early Learning 
and Childcare 
Program
Nursing 
Program

What do we do in the 
community?



Mildred Hall
JH Sissons
K’alemi Dene 
School
École Allain St. Cyr
EMES – Behchok’o
Tree of Peace
YK Playschool
Prince of Wales 
Heritage Museum

What do we do in the 
community?

Mentorships



Training and 
Consulting

• Workshops: Inuvik, 
Fort Simpson, Fort 
Smith, YK, Deline, 
Behchok’o

• Child and Nature 
Alliance of Canada

• Ethical Space 
training/mentorship



Truth and 
Reconciliation



12. We call upon the federal, 
provincial, territorial, and 
Aboriginal governments to 
develop culturally appropriate 
early childhood education 
programs for Aboriginal 
families. 

62.ii. Provide the necessary 
funding to post‐secondary 
institutions to educate 
teachers on how to integrate 
Indigenous knowledge and 
teaching methods into 
classrooms.



63 iii. Building student 
capacity for intercultural 
understanding, empathy, 
and mutual respect.



QUESTIONS


